AMELIA.

BOOK XII.

CHAPTER    I.

The Book begins with polite history.

BEFOEE we return to the miserable couple, whom we
left at the end of the last book, we will give our reader
the more cheerful view of the gay and happy family
of colonel James.

Mrs. James, when she could not, as we have seen,
prevail with Amelia to accept that invitation, which, at
the desire of the colonel, she had so kindly and obediently
carried her, returned to her husband, and acquainted
him with the ill success of her embassy; at which, to
say the truth, she was almost as much disappointed as
the colonel himself; for he had not taken a much stronger
liking to Amelia than she herself had conceived for
Booth. This will account for some passages, which may
have a little surprised the reader in the former chapters
of this history, as we were not then at leisure to com-
municate to them a hint of this kind; it was, indeed,
on Mr. Booth's account that she had been at the trouble
of changing her dress at the masquerade.

But her passions of this sort, happily for her, were
not extremely strong; she was therefore easily baulked;
and as she met with no encouragement from Booth,
she soon gave way to the impetuosity of Miss Matthews;